REACTION TO DIAGNOSIS INTERVIEW

Series of questions to elicit feelings and beliefs about diagnosis process, child’s condition, and parents’ reactions.

1.
When did you first realize that your child had a medical problem (probe for details)?

2.
What were your feelings at the time of this realization?

3.
How have these feelings changed over time?

4.
Tell me exactly what happened when you learned of your child’s diagnosis.  Where were you, who else was there, what were you thinking and feeling at that moment?

5.
Parents sometimes wonder or have ideas about why they have a child with special needs.  Do you have anything like that that you wonder about?


(Prompt if necessary.  For example, some parents feel that they might have done something to cause their child’s condition; others believe that god must have a reason for giving them this child.)

  6-10.
Repeat questions for spouse/partner reactions.

