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EDUCATION

1968 Ph.D., Purdue University, Physics

1964 M.S., Purdue University, Physics

1962 B.S., Xavier University, Physics, Math and Philosophy ((Summa Cum Laude)

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2007- Research Professor, University of Virginia

1977 -2006 Rand Corporation, Senior Management Scientist

1976 - 1977 Mathematica, Washington Office, Assistant Director

1974 — 1976 Director, Department of Policy Analysis, General Research Corporation
1969 - 1974  Advanced Research Department, Research Analysis Corporation

PREVIOUS RESEARCH SUPPORT

Dr. Grissmer’s education research have been funded by foundations (Rockefeller, Ford, Lilly,
Danforth, Arnold, Smith Richardson), the National Science Foundation, the National Institute for
Child Health and Development, Social Innovation Fund, the White House Office of Science and
Technology and the Institute for Education Research

RECENT AND ONGOING RESEARCH SUPPORT

Smith-Richardson Foundation- $330K- Charter School Evaluation

Arnold Foundation-$500K- Evaluation of Core Knowledge Charter Schools

NSF Grant- $1M- to study developmental origins of achievement score gaps

IES grant-$5M- to evaluate the impact of Core Knowledge Charter Schools in improving
reading, math and writing achievement using a kindergarten lottery

NICHD grant-$1M- to conduct an RCT to evaluate the impact of improving fine motor and
executive function skills on math scores

NSF EAGER grant- 300K- to further evaluate, disseminate and develop policy implications for
research on the origins of score gaps.

IES- $2.8M- to evaluate the WINGS after-school socio-emotional learning program.

Social Innovation Fund (SIF)- $1.5M- to enhance the evaluation of the WINGS after-school
socio-emotional program

NSF Grant- $2.5M to develop multi-component interventions from pre-k to 3™ grade focused on
closing achievement gaps and to improve the current R&D system for funding educational and
children’s research

CAREER FOCUS

Dr. Grissmer’s career has focused on using quantitative techniques from statistics, econometrics
and operations research to analyze important public policy problems in defense personnel,
education and child/youth policy. He currently is the Director of the Foundations of Cognition



and Learning Lab (FOCAL) at the University of Virginia that has won $15M in federal grants to
study the role of early developmental, domain general skills in shaping later math, reading, and
science achievement through experimental interventions and analysis of longitudinal data.
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